
Hoffmeier Industrieanlagen has a 
long history in a wide range of 

assembly and maintenance services 
in the cement industry and numer-
ous others. Over the course of the 
last year a major investment has 
been made in considerably enlarged 
workshops as well as in handling 
and heat-treatment facilities, which 
the company says offer clients in 
the cement and minerals sector a 
‘one-stop shop’ partnership for the 
manufacturing and assembly of large 
components. These include complete 
shells, maximum 12.5m in diameter, 
or sections for kilns, tube mills and 
dryers, plus a wide variety of large 
parts such as tyres, roller stations, all 
manufactured based on clients’ own 
drawings. 

In order to be in a position to 
manufacture large components, 
Hoffmeier’s own three workshop 
facilities need to be large-scale them-
selves, and they are. They have seen 
their size double in recent times and 
there are plans to extend still further 
in order to satisfy demand and opti-
mise internal workflows. Moreover, 
such large-dimensioned components 

have to be moved, both on site 
and subsequently transported 
to their end-customers. Tra-
ditionally, off-site transport 
can often be a major headache, 
requiring overnight, complex 
logistical solutions involving 
authority approvals, removal of 
traffic control and other systems, 
often along extended routes. 

Hoffmeier however is in the 
fortunate position of being stra-
tegically located immediately at 
the water’s edge in its own canal 

Global Cement staff

New capabilities revealed at Hoffmeier

Global Cement recently travelled to Germany to visit Hoffmeier Industrieanlagen in Hamm-
Uentrop, North-Rhine Westphalia in order to catch up with the company’s news regarding 
latest investments and the special services being offered to clients. 

Right: Horizontal lathe.  
Maximum workpiece  
dimensions: Ø ≤ 6300mm,  
L ≤ 20,000mm.
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Right: Straddle carrier:  
Total load capacity = 250t, 
Hook height = 9.3m.

Right: Mill tube: Ø = 5.8m,  
L = 17.3m, weight = 190t.



port at one of Germany’s most important 
canals, the 60km Datteln-Hamm canal, of-
fering access to major European waterways 
and seaports such as Antwerp, Rotterdam 
and Hamburg.  This, the company says, is 
a significant logistical advantage for both 
itself and its clients. While there may still 
be an element of road traffic infrastructure 
disruption involved further downstream at 
the customer’s end, its effects at the point of 
initial shipment are thus minimised.

The investment focus has been on several 
key areas including the new heat-treatment 
facility which was commissioned on 1 
January 2017. This process step reduces the 
inherent stresses that occur during compo-
nent pre-treatment. The components are 
slowly heated up to around 600°C, held at 
that temperature for a certain time and subsequently 
cooled down using a controlled methodology. It is a 
complex and time-intensive procedure to transport 
such large components to outside subcontractors 
who would undertake this task so Hoffmeier took 
the decision to build its own facility. The total sur-
face area of the hall is 217m2, length is 20.7m, width 
10.5m and height 9m. As such, very large-sized com-
ponents can be processed in the refractory lined steel 
structure that can be opened up into two halves and 
extended in both directions via a rail 
system, meaning very large compo-
nents can be loaded into the treatment 
hall. On each side of the hall there are 
four external heating device apertures 
in order to heat the space. This is the 
final on-site link in the large compo-
nent process chain.

In order to heat-treat these abnor-
mally-dimensioned components it 
is, of course, a critical prerequisite to 
be able to move them internally from 
the company’s other key machine-
park investments located in the  
large-scale workshops: 

•  A vertical lathe: 250t workpiece weight, 
12.5m diameter, 5.5m high; 

•  Hydrostatic horizontal lathe: Unique in-
house design, 6.3m diameter, 20m long, 
220t capacity;

•  CNC machining centre: Twin-table 75t 
workpiece weight each;

•  Roll bending machine: 280mm maxi-
mum thickness and 3600mm maximum  
width roll. 

To overcome this daunting challenge 
another significant investment was realised: 
Hoffmeier had a massive wheeled straddle 

carrier manufactured that can carry up to 250t in 
weight. After component treatment, the same mighty 
mobile structure carries components to the canal 
barge for loading.

Such facilities and services are rare, the company 
anticipates fruitful relationships not only with exist-
ing but also with new customers. African and Middle 
Eastern customers for example have already been 
supplied through these new facilities.
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Left: Bottom part grinding bowl.

Above: Heat-treatment facility. 
Workpiece dimensions:  

L = 19,000mm, W = 10,000mm, 
H = 9000mm.

Left: Company owned  
port with connection to all 

European water ways.


